20 D SRI PARASARA BHATTA

Of the Sanskrit works of Parasara which remain to
be enumerated are the Muktaka-s or stray verses (known
as Tirumanjana Kattiyangal or Tirumanjana Kavis in
Tamil). These verses which are about 50 in number are
recited in the Srirangam temple on occasions like Ekadasi,
Amavasya, Ayana, Telugu and Tamil New Year days
and Brahmotsava. Even today these verses are recited
by the descendants of Parasara Bhatta on the above
occasions. Of these only 28 verses are available in print
and the rest are with Bhattar's family at Srirangam.25
One of these verses tvam me' ham me received the
attention of Vedanta Desika.26

Of the Tamil compositions of Parasara mention must
be made of his commentary on the Kaisikapurana
(mahatmya) forming part of the Varahapurana (Ch.48)
which is held in high esteem by the Srivaisnava-s.27
Parasara explains in Tamil the significance of singing
the glory of the Lord at the Brahma -muhurta which is
the main concern of this section of the Varahapurana.
The original text contains 92 verses and is in the form
of a dialogue between Lord Varaha and his consort Bhumi.
Tradition holds that Parasara recited the Kaisikamahatmya
on a particular day, that is, on the twelfth day of the
bright fortnight in the Vrscikamasa (between Nov-Dec.)
in the Srirangam temple and that he was accorded the
rare honour of Brahma-ratha (being carried in a palanquin
by Brahmanas) for his remarkable way of recitation and
interpretation which act won for him the grace of the
Lord.28 In his introduction to the commentary Parasara
points out that the Purana-s which are meant to
substantiate the teachings of the Veda can be divided
as sattvika, rajas a and tamasa depending upon the
preponderance of the qualities of sattva (serenity), rajas
(activity) and tamas (inertia) respectively found in Lord